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-engine trouble, the train simply slows doun til} it reaches
" where emercency repairs

The two principal routes for freight traing leaving Berlin for “he

UESR are threugh Kustrin %o Uystrue (Insterburz) snd through Frankfurt/
Cder to Erast-litovsk, A% the nresent time aboud 90 percent of the jrefiic
goes over the latiter route. The railrond bridae at Franicfurt/Cder hes beo

robullt as a permenent bridoe with steel ~irders on eoncreie supuorte and
has 2 naxirzum load capacity of 31200 tons. 4t present there is only one twack,

of normal sauge, over the bridge, tut there is room for & sescond treek to ho
instolled leter. Traine eroesing the bridre sre restrictad to & maxdimun

spoed of 10 kiloneters ner hour. The normel mauge trocks contime through
Poland to the freight yards outside BresteLitovsk, end one such track {probably
dating fron the time of te Germen occupation) is spid to oxtend as fap as

Cdessa.,

German Grews

The German crew of such a freight train, kmown as a "beirade", consists of
three engineers, three firemen, two conductors, two brekenen, and onc ine
spector (Wagenmeister). The brigade is stbacled to a certain locorotive,
which mst never be left unationded and which ruvat be returned o the place
of origin vesordless of condition. Thus, if an envine breaks down at “rest-
Litovsk, it is broushd back by another trein, or, in the case of several
defoctive enzines, one loconohive will baul in all the defeetive omes. Thae
German crew menbers are housed in a speeial eaw, usually right behind the
vnzine, with sleeping and toilet facilities. (zo conductor and one hrakeran
ide dn the enboose, while the e -enmeister, who is responsible for the freip
aspeets 81l the ears 2% cvery siop. Chould a

seal be broken elther through
shaking loose or throush attempted robbery, the inspector must report it to
whs Rouesian tréin comrender, who in turn stops the trein st the next stotion
hee the Pelish stationnaster affix a new seal, In case of @ hot box or
the next stetion,
neither the ensins

are made. Regardless of condition,
ror any car ray be renoved from the train, which rust reach its destinstion
ag originally cormosed. ALl wembers of the Germmn railrcad brisgade are re-
quired to bwing their cun food supplies for the entire “rip (both 1-::;,;9’5).
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Rugslan Guards

Depending on the value of the freight, the Russian guard foree usually
consists of from six o twelve men under a serscant, who also acks as
train comrmander. The puerds are distrlbuted in three cars on the train,
i.e. one cgr behind the engine, one in thie center, and one at the rear of
the train. The front and the rcar cars are usually ghered with the German
erews. The puerds who are armed with pistols, rifles, and tormy guns, moke

‘#reec use of their weapons whenever cuspected pilferersanproach the train

at unexpected stops in Poland,
Freisht

Cince the boginning of the year only two freight trains a day have been
leaving for the USSR becauss of bad traffic condliions in Poland. These
freight trains usually consist of from €0 to 55 cars and earry every con-
eeivable kind of frelght, such as valuable mamuiociured ertieles, cemeny,
suger, scrap nmetal, ete. However, the freight slipe glued to the cars do
nob always shoy the reel contents of the ecars. For instance, what is labeled
gement 1s usually sugar. Since last Cctober 50 percent of ell the freight
zhipped to the USSR over this route has consisted of sugar,

The Irip throush Poland

The most hazardocus siretch of the entire journey is through Poland, Siuce

the Poles are well aware that these trains haul valuable freight for the USSR,
there is constant danger of sabotage. Polish partisans appear to have becone
nore active recently. The other great risk in Poland ie pilferage. If the
sroin for some reason has to glow down, pilferers jump onto the train end

atart throwing goods out of the cars to be picked up later. Skirmishes between
tende of pifiererg and the Russian guards are not infrequent occurrences on

these trips.

Bregt-Litovgk

These frelght trains always cross the Dug into USSR territory and are then
ineoupled either in Brost-litovsk or in a freight verd obout 20 kilometers
boyond it, Sometines the stops here last only 2 few hours and sometimes
sev:ral days. On the return trip to Germany the trains usually consist of
cmpty ears, '

Blue Tralns

“he so~called Blue Train is the daily train from Berlin to Moseow, ILast
Christmas Bve the press reported the wrecking of' this train just outside of
Warsaw, Actually the train was déreiled by sebotege, and 65 Ruscians were
killed and about en equal mumber injured. As of 1 Joanuary 1949 Ruscisn personnel
going on leave or returning to the USSR must board the Blue Train at Frankfurs/
Uder, The train then by-pacses Warsaw,
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